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 Character flaws: weaknesses or disabilities? H—-3B - LD &

' New discoveries force the question.
Social innovations will give the answers. ﬁﬂ}:}
by Dennis Riches <riches@seijo.ac.jp> |
(AN
! MBEVR RAIE, SBSOREELBDIZBZS5H?
FUOEBHDEDIFDERRMIC.

HEA I N—v 3 VS TRBREERS HEAIN—VaVDERSB,
B UFIX FZIR Uxrrx F==x

Since | joined Seijo University this year as a full-time member of the Faculty of Social Innovation, many people seem
to be wondering what this term "social innovation" means, so | would like to take this opportunity to explain my
interpretation of it with an example.

An innovation is a new idea, method, or device, or the introduction of something new, so social innovation is the
introduction of new values, laws and social structures. You might wonder why social innovation is now important
enough to be the focus of a new university faculty. The answer to that question is that the rapid pace of discoveries is
forcing important changes on society, so social innovation has become a topic that we need to study seriously.

There are many examples of rapid technological change, but here | would like to consider the social implications of
some new drugs that have been discovered. They present dilemmas that could be material for futuristic science fictions,
but they are actually in use already. The dilemma is that our culture has always placed a high value on self-discipline,
fair competition, hard work and individual responsibility, but newly discovered drugs force us to reconsider the
meaning of these values. There are now drugs to stop cravings for food and nicotine, cure performance anxiety and
depression, and improve memory and the ability to pay attention. In other words, the things which we used to consider
personal weaknesses and challenges can now be easily overcome with pills.

Humans have always used drugs to change their mental state, but these drugs were always illegal and dangerous to
health. The new drugs for the mind are legal, highly effective and without the harmful effects of illegal drugs. In some
countries, these drugs are already available to anyone who can convince a doctor that he needs them. The patient might
be someone who is very sick, or a person of average mental health who just wants to do better than average. The people
who want these drugs say they have mental disabilities that are just like physical disabilities, so they want the right to
compete equally in education and in careers. They say that people who can succeed without the drugs just have the
good luck of being born with good genes. They are not morally superior to the unlucky ones.

In any case, competing for a better life in society is not an Olympic event. If people insist on taking these drugs, there
will be no way to check their blood and urine on a daily basis. Besides, if one country tries to stop the use of such drugs,
other countries will allow them and they might have smarter, happier and more productive people. The society that
keeps its traditional values may fall behind economically. Or it may not. If unhappiness is cured with a pill, is the
unhappiness really gone? As an old saying goes, the man who is smiling may not really be happy, and the man who is
crying may not really be sad.

We have always believed that character traits such as pessimism, anxiety, poor attention and laziness are weaknesses
that successful people overcome by hard work and development of strong character, but these new medicines force us
to completely reconsider our judgments. Are we going to call some people "weak, unintelligent and lazy" or "disabled"?
The answer to this question will come in the form of new laws, social mores and beliefs. Most people are not aware that
society is heading into such new territory. Future advantages will go to the people who are aware of new discoveries

and their implications, and this is how you could think of social innovation as an essential field of study in the new

century.

~ - FJ5RIE. http://www.seijo.ac.jp/students/gakusei/misc/stu_mag.html TTEichEzd, - ~
(BEFRIEEERFE /NBBAX X2D)
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