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Prof. Dr. Monika Salzbrunn

Ruhr-University Bochum/Ecole des Hautes Etudes en Sciences Sociales, Paris

""Multiple Belonging in Urban Neighbourhoods: How
Festive Events Create Commonality"”
Conference given at Seijo University, Tokyo, 28t February

Abstract
In this paper, I will explore how festive create commonality in an urban area. This paper does not
operate with a priori-defined ethnic or religious groups as the units of analysis. Instead, it shows
how multiple belonging processes occur which can be understood through situational analysis. |
focus on festive events as platforms for the negotiation of the inclusion/exclusion of newcomers
and the transformation processes experienced by both the migrants and the cities as a result of
migration. | use political and cultural events in cities as the entry points to understand the different
pathways of migrant urban incorporation in these places.

In the Parisian district of Sainte Marthe, local political struggles are concentrated within
festive situations. Through festive events members of a neighborhood resist urban restructuring
projects. Their collective actions produce a new, geographically defined, “we-group,” which
includes people from various and diverse economic and cultural backgrounds. | demonstrate how
through participation in political and cultural events in a city, migrants become actors in both the
restructuring and rescaling of the place. They develop a sense of belonging to the urban territory,
which is being invented as a specific location during the political struggle.

This research is based on ongoing participant observation in the district since 1999: more
than 120 observed festive and political events; 23 interviews with the presidents and several
members of the different associations; and on interviews with the local politicians, shop and
restaurant owners, and other inhabitants of the district.

It is by taking into account the larger project of restructuring Paris within a globally
competitive tourist market that we can understand the different pathways of migrant urban

incorporation in a specific gentrifying Parisian neighborhood.
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“Toward an Anthropology of the Street:

Street Phenomena in the Era of Reflexive Modernization”
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Abstract:

Street phenomena in the era of reflexive modernization should be seriously focused upon
asthe liminal locus of complex articulation between the main stream society and the
so—called “underclass” social section. The latter section of people have recently appeared
more or less in every countries under the spread of the neo—liberalist world capitalism.
The socially repressed “undercalss” people tend to lose stable home and are pushhed out
to the street. Such propertyless people have to narrowly invent their survival tactics on the
street, as awkward bricoleurs. As the result, they haveunwittingly accumulated
street—wisdom for surviving floating and unplanned living conditions which isbeyond the
imagination of the sedentary home dwellers. The liquid society is another name of the
society after reflexive modernization. This highly fluid society already requires the
home—dwellers to learn from such the street—-wisdom. Thus An Anthropology of the Street

argued here is vital to Anthropology Today.
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