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Chronological Table Concerning Women’s Suffrage in Britain
The Great Reform Act was introduced. It gave the vote to half a million
more men, but the Act excluded women.
The Kensington Society, a debating group, was founded. It advocated
women’s suffrage among other reforms.
The women’s suffrage petition, prepared by Barbara Bodichon and the
members of her women’s group, was presented to Parliament by John
Stuart Mill.
The Manchester Women’s Suffrage Society was established.
The Second Reform Act was passed. It increased the number of male vot-
ers, but no progress was made on votes for women.
The National Society for Women’s Suffrage (NSWS) was founded.
The Municipal Franchise Act allowed female rate payers to vote in munici-
pal elections.
Jacob Bright introduced the first women’s suffrage bill which was drafted
by Richard Pankhurst.
Lydia Becker founded the Women'’s Suffrage Journal.
The Third Reform Act was introduced. It gave the vote to nearly two-
thirds of the male population, but no progress was made on votes for
women.
The Independent Labour Party (ILP) was established.
The National Union of Women’s Suffrage Societies (NUWSS) was created.
The Women’s Social and Political Union (WSPU) was founded in
Manchester.
Christabel Pankhurst and Annie Kenney were arrested.
The Liberal Party won the general election.
The Women’s Social and Political Union moved its headquarters from
Manchester to London.

The Men’s League for Women’s Suffrage was formed.
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1912:

1913:

1914:

1918:

1928:

The first issue of Voies for Women was published by the Women’s Social and
Political Union.

The Women’s Freedom League was established.

The Women’s National Anti-Suffrage League was established by Lady
Jersey.

Henry Asquith became Prime Minister.

The Hyde Park mass meeting was organized by the Women’s Social and
Political Union.

The Conciliation Committee was created.

The Conciliation Bill passed its Second Reading, but it was shelved.

The Women’s Social and Political Union’s clash with police, which has
become known as ‘Black Friday’.

Christabel Pankhurst fled to Paris.

The Pethick Lawrences were expelled from the Women’s Social and
Political Union.

Emily Wilding Davison ran onto the Derby course during a race, and died
after colliding with the King’s horse.

The Prisoner’s Temporary Discharge for Ill-Health Act, which was known
as the Cat and Mouse Act, was introduced.

Sylvia Pankhurst was expelled from the Women’s Social and Political
Union.

The First World War began.

The Women’s Social and Political Union suspended its suffrage activities
and joined the war effort.

The end of the First World War.

The Representation of the People Act extended the vote to women aged
30 and above who were also local electors or the wives of local govern-
ment electors.

The Representation of the People (Equal Franchise) Act enfranchised

women aged 21 and over.
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