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To the End that the chief design of this school, which is for the
Education of Poor Children in the Rules and Principles of the
Christian Religion as professed and taught in the Church of England,
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may be the better promoted; the Master shall make it his chief
Business to instruct the Children in the Principles thereof, as they are
laid down in the Church Catechism; which he shall first teach them
to pronounce distinctly, and plainly; and then, in order to practice,
shall explain it to the meanest capacity, by the help of The Whole
Duty of Man, or some good Exposition approved of by the Minister. ?
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Be not contented merely to have them read the Bible, and be
taught the Catechism at proper Seasons, but let the Truths and Duties
of it be explained to them in a familiar and easy Way, by taking the
Answers to Pieces, and instructing the Children till they understand
the Sense of them. (p. vi) 12
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Surely a child of four or five years old may easily learn one answer
in the First Catechism every week; and since there are but four and
twenty questions in it, he may finish it in five or six months time; and
he may grow very perfect both in the word and meaning by repeat-
ing it constantly once or twice every week till he be seven years old.
If the young child can read before he has learned this catechism by
heart, it may be useful for him to read it all over by way of lesson at
the reading school every week while he is learning it, that he may
take in the meaning of it the better, and that the answer may become

familiar and easy to him. 15
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NOW I have learnt thy Word to read,
Teach me, O Lord, to pray;

That from thy Laws, like the lost Sheep,
I may not err or stray.

Then join my Heart to such as chuse,
In thy pure Paths to tread;

And by the Word, and Grace, and Hand,
To all that’s good are led. (p. 15)
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