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Student Careers of Japanese Returnee and Overseas Children
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ABSTRACT

What kind of student careers are Japanese returnee children leading? Is their com-
mand of English acquired during their stays in the United States consequential, and if so,
how and to what extent? From an ethnographic study of eight returnees in Japan and
four Japanese children staying in the U.S., I have found that those who returned to
Japan at older ages applied for the special quotas and were accepted by prestige univer-
sities. No returnee has decided to major in English or to become a language specialist
such as an interpretor. Two of the Japanese children in the States were considering
attending a Japanese college. They want to develop Japanese identity byv going to uni-
versities in Japan. In conclusion, several research questions for a longitudinal study are
raised.

KEY WORDS: returee, student career, life course



