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The “Form” of Memory:

Based on Jizo Statues And Stone Monuments Related to

the Kyoho Famine in Fukuoka Prefecture

F—TU—KERE ME M '=a XY b, HLAME

This study examines monuments related to the Kyoho famine in
Fukuoka Prefecture, focusing on the difference in form between “Jizo stat-
ues” And “monuments.” It Attempts to consider how this difference
Affects the transformation or preservation of memories of the disaster.

Analysis of the respective characteristics of Jizo statues And monu-
ments reveals that Jizo statues Are often explained through other media
And treated in A manner consistent with their defining feature: human-
shaped stone sculptures representing Buddhist objects of worship. Particu-
larly within Fukuoka City, Jizo statues known As “Hunger Victims Jizo"
exist. Among these, specific Jiz0 stAtues beAring this speciAl name,
imbued with compassion for the starvation victims, have been identified.
These statues evoke memories of the Kyoho Famine through their very
name, while Also possessing A mechanism that ensures regular, ongoing
human engagement. On the other hand, many monuments were confirmed

to be enshrined within temple grounds. Some had been relocated to tem-
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ple premises based on Advice from local historians regarding their his-
torical value. This suggests monuments can persist As enduring records
of events when valued by third parties. However, both types of monu-
ments carry the potential risk of losing their significance due to the fading
of memory or the monuments’ own deterioration.

Furthermore, detailed investigation of individual cases revealed both the
problem of fading memories over time And the efforts And ingenuity of
those responsible for preserving the memory of disasters. These results
show that while the different forms of monuments related to disasters
indicate that people place importance on or expect different things from
them, they All carry the risk of memory extinction regardless of form.
This demonstrates that they exist within An unstable mutual relationship

between the monuments And the people.
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