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Local Governments' commemorative activities for historical figures:

the case of commemorating Ota Dokan in the modern era
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In today’s society, it is common to see historical figures honored as
great individuals and their legacies resourced for educational, tourism, and
other purposes.

Within the fields of folklore studies and history, the act of honoring his-
torical figures as great individuals has been a topic of longstanding discus-
sion. These discussions have examined how the consciousness of those
individuals or groups undertaking this honoring emerges, and through
what processes. Most studies have focused on cases from the 18th to 20th
centuries. This period likely saw the intensification of figure commemora-
tion and the formation of the “great man” framework as modern nation-
states established themselves.

This study examines the extent to which national forces influenced the
commemoration of great figures in the modern era, using specific cases of
individual commemoration. It focuses on the activities of local govern-
ments—an aspect that scholarship has often overlooked.

The case study examines the commemoration of Ota Dokan in the mod-
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ern period. This figure underwent historical image formation and reception
from the early to modern periods. Even in recent years, group activities
aimed at commemoration, campaigns for public television drama adapta-
tions, and the creation of new city festivals have been observed. These
represent historical activities and the resourceful utilization of history,
involving collaborative initiatives by groups of people from diverse back-
grounds and cooperation with local governments. This study also clarifies
the historical process of commemoration as a prerequisite for analyzing

these contemporary dynamics.
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