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Process of Change and Persistence Children’s Events:
A Case Study of the Hakodate Tanabata Event,

“Rosoku Morai” and “Tanabata Matsuri”

N

F—D—R:FEHf7H, LY, FEPTEHE THELE NEREIL

This study considers the Tanabata event in Hakodate, Hokkaido as a
case study to analyze the process by which children’s events persist. It
traces the event's origins and relevant historical transitions to examine
changes in its significance through different eras.

The study divides the Hakodate Tanabata into three stages: the regional
Tanabata Festival of the Edo period, the child-led Rosoku Morai (candle
begging) of the Meiji period, and the Tanabata Matsuri of the modern era.
The event originated in the late 18th century with the Nemuri Nagashi
custom and harvest rituals of Honshu. It was the then-largest local festival
for adults and children. After the Meiji Restoration, regional festivals
declined, but children preserved it as a form of play. This continuation
became Rosoku Morai, which entailed children collecting candles for floats
and lanterns. Until the mid-Showa period, children competed to collect the
most candles. However, from the 1970s onward, lifestyle changes and fire

safety concerns led to the replacement of candles with snacks. Subsequently,
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the involvement of schools and adults increased, and the event trans-
formed into the modern Tanabata Matsuri, where children receive treats
according to rules.

This study analyzes the changing significance of the event from the
dual perspectives of children and adults. For children, the essence of
Rosoku Morai was an opportunity to act autonomously without adult
supervision in an atmosphere that permitted mischief. This deviation from
daily norms has faded from the modern Tanabata Matsuri. Children
instead find enjoyment in efficiently obtaining desirable items while follow-
ing rules. Adults perceive the event as a rite of passage and a chance to
observe the consistent growth of children. However, the opportunity to be
creative with handouts has added to the event a new function as a venue
for self-expression.

This study concludes that the key to the survival of the event is a shift
in adult perception of it away from an annual community event and
toward a rite of passage for each child involved. The Tanabata Matsuri
thrives today because, in addition to being a rite of passage, it confirms
regional identity and allows self-expression. This multi layered structure,

the author concludes, is the foundation for its continuity.
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