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Design and Evolution of Hanagasayama:

Focusing on Festival Events in Toyama Prefecture

YaIL PRER

F—U—NK1b- 8- RBA, S8 B4 &Y, (5%

This study analyzes the transmission relationship between hanagasa and
baskets. Using Hanagasayama from Toyama Prefecture as a case study, it
aims to trace the evolution of their forms. While previous research on
Hanagasayama from Toyama classifies them by shape and procession
method, limited studies typify them according to the shape and decoration
of the hanagasa.

Hanagasayama floats are featured in the following festivals held in
Toyama Prefecture: Himi Gion, Fushiki Hikiyama, Shinminato Hikiyama,
Ebie Hikiyama, Yokata Kodomo Hikiyama, Takaoka Mikurumayama,
Daimon Hikiyama, Isurugi Hikiyama, and Fukuno Yotaka. Hanagasayama
refers to a type of kasahoko float that features a shinbashira mounted on
its base. A hoko-dome is attached to the top of a pillar, and a decorated
hanagasa is suspended below it.

Research on the hanagasa attached to Hanagasayama floats identifies
three types of artificial flowers: flat-shaped, hemispherical, and those with

a hemispherical bulge at the center and a flat outer surface. An examina-
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tion of the distribution of these shapes shows polarization into two main
groups: the Takaoka-style characterized by flat flowers and the Hojozu-
style characterized by hemispherical ones. Flat artificial flowers are found
inland in Takaoka and Isurugi, whereas hemispherical artificial ones are
found along the coast in Himi, Fushiki, Shinminato, Ebie, and Daimon.
Seven types of baskets are attached to the central pillar of the
Hanagasayama in Toyama Prefecture. The most common type is an
exposed basket, which represents the mainstream style in Takaoka,
Shinminato, Daimon, Ebie, and Fushiki. This exposed basket is believed
to be the original style. Subsequent stylistic diversification led to the
development of unique baskets in Himi and Isurugi. Regarding basket
shape, Takaoka, Daimon, and Fukuno tend to favor large spherical forms,
whereas Shinminato and Ebie tend to favor square, cylindrical shapes.
The former is termed the Takaoka style, and the latter is considered
the Hojozu style. The dichotomy between these styles concerns both
flower umbrellas and baskets and stems from the competitive stance
Hojozu adopted toward Takaoka. The Hojozu style deliberately avoids
imitating the Takaoka style, a phenomenon that likely led to a stylistic

evolution that gave rise to a more diverse range of forms.
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