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Revival of rain-making dragon and its “festivalization”:
case study of Seiryu Festival in Susugaya,

Kiyokawa Village, Kanagawa Prefecture
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This study examines the process of reviving the dragon used in the
rain-making ritual. Through a case study of the Seiryu Festival in Susugaya,
Kiyokawa Village, Kanagawa Prefecture, it considers the intentions and
history of the process. The Seiryu Festival originated with the revival of
the once-discontinued rain-making ritual. Two dragons are crafted annually
and carried in a procession through Kiyokawa Village on a route spanning
from the elementary school to the park. In the park, strips of paper called
“prayer plaques’ are sold, and visitors attach them to the dragons. The
dragons and the attachments are then burned because the dragons are
believed to ascend to heaven where they deliver the prayers. To clarify
the revival process of the Seiryu Festival, this study conducted interviews
with individuals involved in the process and performed literature research.
I focused particularly on explaining the dragons ascent and the use of
prayer plaques, which were not part of the traditional rain-making ritual.

The investigation revealed that the revival originated at the Yamabiko



Seminar, a local educational initiative aimed at experiencing past lifestyles
and culture. The initial step was the creation of rain-making dragons.
Those involved invested considerable effort, and there arose a universal
sentiment to organize a festival. Originally, the dragons were set afloat on
a river, but because doing so would block the river, a decision was taken
to burn the dragons instead. Prayer plaques were created to allow people
to make wishes reflecting contemporary concerns. The combination of
these two modifications generated the understanding that the dragons
ascend to heaven where they deliver people’s prayers. This study presents
the following conclusions. First, creating a rain-making dragon became a
festival owing to the desire of those involved in the project to share with
and encourage the participation of many others. Second, the impending
submersion of Miyagase, a part of Kiyokawa Village, due to dam construc-
tion created a sense of crisis regarding the potential loss of lifestyles and
culture. This crisis gave rise to a preservation movement aimed at trans-
mitting those historical and cultural records. The dam construction also
sparked efforts to develop Kiyokawa Village as a tourist destination. I posit
that the record transmission movement led to the Yamabiko Seminar and
that the tourism development movement strengthened the desire to share
with and encouraged the participation of many people. In turn, that desire
generated the idea of converting dragon creation into a festival, and the
notion of a festival was associated with the imagery of bustling. Conse-
quently, I propose the term “festivalization”, which I define as retaining
and altering elements to align with the conception of a festival, to describe

the process that led to the modern Seiryt Festival.
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