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Acceptance of Green Slow Mobility:
A Case Study of Sakuramaru in the Sakuragi District,
Wakaba Ward, Chiba City
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This study examines the acceptance of green slow mobility (GSM)—a
community-based transportation initiative—and its relationship with exist-
ing local self-governing organizations through a survey of residents
engaged in GSM operations. Focusing on the Sakuragi district where com-
munity management has long centered on neighborhood associations, the
study reveals that GSM is shaped by the district’s distinctive governance
foundation and sustained by a limited group of core residents.

The Sakuramaru project, Sakuragi's GSM initiative, has encouraged the
participation of residents previously uninvolved in community activities,
thereby demonstrating the potential of GSM to foster new forms of local
communication. However, operation of the project continues to rely heavily
on those who are already active in community management, which sug-
gests that Sakuramaru functions as an extension of Sakuragi's preexisting

community “soil.”



By tracing the development and transformation of Sakuramaru in this
local context, the study reconsiders the relationship between community
organizations and administrative structures. From a folkloristic perspective,
this inquiry offers insight into the changing nature of community in con-

temporary Japan and its connection to the everyday lives of individuals.
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