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The Transformation of the Third Place:

Putting the Dynamism of Place into Perspective
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The Third Place is neither a home nor a workplace; it is truly a third
place. This study develops theories of place in folklore studies and dis-
cusses the Third Place as imbuing everyday spaces with meaning. Previ-
ous research on the third place has relied heavily on quantitative surveys,
resulting in a static understanding. Based on qualitative survey findings,
this study clarifies the dynamism of the third place. To achieve this, the
study investigated how people traverse and utilize various spaces. By ana-
lyzing the results, this study attempts to examine the relationship between
third places and mobility. Overall, the experience of the Third Place trans-
forms with changes in social circumstances such as employment status. A
Third Place can also be newly formed due to changes in daily travel
routes such as commuting paths, or it can cease to exist due to the unex-
pected movement of others. When commuting routes change, the facilities
people use change; if other users are unwelcome, people stop going to that
place. These natural phenomena represent the daily activities of people

that have become self-evident to the extent that they are invisible and



never questioned. Folklore studies—the study of the everyday—has turned
its gaze toward such self-evident daily lives. This study demonstrates how
the concept of the Third Place can reveal the evolution of residents’ places

of respite in relational contexts.
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