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What Is the Problem with Vacant Homes?:

Discrepancies between Policies and

Local Perceptions

Il R
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This study examines whether vacant homes, which is a topic of ongoing
discussion and policy intervention in Japan, are problematic to local com-
munities. By comparing the image of vacant homes as envisioned by mod-
ern policies with the perceptions of uninhabited homes revealed through
folklore and historical studies, this study identifies the discrepancies
between the two. First, existing studies pertaining to vacant homes are
reviewed, which demonstrates the effectiveness of folklore perspectives in
investigating vacant homes based on local realities. Additionally, legal and
administrative responses to vacant homes are analyzed based on local
ordinances and laws, followed by the extraction of societal values and
images of vacant homes emerging from these policies.

Next, this study examines how local communities have historically
responded to uninhabited homes, as revealed in folklore and historical
studies, and demonstrates that homes are recognized as more than mere

real estate. This study argues that the perception and management of
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vacant homes are deeply intertwined with a community’s cultural identity
and social connections, and suggests that policy approaches should con-

sider these cultural distinctions.
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