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Acceptance of Cremation in Yoron:

Focusing on Personal Choices
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Yoron (Yoron-cho, Kagoshima Prefecture) is one of the slowest areas in
Japan to shift from burial to cremation. However, cremation spread rapidly
after a crematorium opened in 2003. Why did cremation continue to be
practiced in Yoron for so long, and why did the shift to cremation occur
so rapidly? This study first provides an overview of the spread and accep-
tance of cremation in Japan and then examines how the people of Yoron
have accepted cremation through interviews.

In Japan, cremation was widespread among the public in the 15th cen-
tury due to the influence of Buddhism. During the Showa period, public
health and urban planning led to restrictions on ground burials, further
increasing the cremation rate. The cremation rate in Japan reached 99.6
percent in 2000.

However, in Yoron, burial was practiced after the Meiji period and was
generally practiced until 2003. However, when the crematorium was
opened in Yoron in 2003, the cremation rate exceeded 90% the following

year. The funeral method in Yoron has rapidly changed from burial to



cremation.

One reason why people chose cremation is the burden of burial. Per-
forming a burial ceremony involves time constraints as well as financial
and emotional burdens. People do not want their families to bear these
burdens. Others chose cremation because it is the trend. Besides, since the
crematorium was operational 20 years ago, people have forgotten the old
way of burial, and culture has not been inherited. Therefore, they choose
cremation.

Some individuals are unreceptive to cremation in their feelings. They
say that they cannot bear the pain caused by cremation because the
remains of individuals are treated with great care in Yoron. These people
also choose cremation to avoid burdening their families. Acceptance of
cremation is a complex interplay of an individual's wishes, family consider-

ations, and whether they have had a burial experience.
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