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A Study on the Use of Public Baths in the Modern Age:
From the Perspective of a Third Place
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The number of public bathhouses in modern Japan has been declining
owing primarily to the widespread use of indoor baths. What place do
public bathhouses occupy in the lives of modern Japanese people now that
indoor baths have become widespread? What is the purpose of visiting a
public bathhouse? This study approaches this question from the perspec-
tive of a “third place.”

Survey results revealed that public bathhouses are used as a third place.
Additionally, we captured the manner by which public bathhouses are
used as a third place during the course of a day’s travel.

This study overturned the existing typology of third-place studies and
revealed that even a single public bathhouse is used in a variety of ways
as a third place, and that although previous ethnographic findings have
suggested that such a bathhouse has lost its function as a place of com-
munity and relaxation, it has been transformed and it is now clear that
communities do exist.

It was also clear that third places are used as places for workers to



refresh their awareness during the day and for retired elderly people to

connect with society in their leisure time.
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