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A Preliminary Study of the Historical Sociology of “Office Work” (2):
Advertisements in Jimu to Keiei from the Occupation Period to the End of 1960s

NIKURA Takahito

This paper provides an overview of advertisements published in the magazine Jimu to Keiei
between 1949 and the late 1960s. Divided into five-year periods, the analysis examines changes in the
volume, format, featured products, and rhetorical strategies of these advertisements to trace their
historical evolution.

The advertisements in Jimu to Keier promoted office equipment to professional users, differing
from newspaper advertisements aimed at a mass consumer audience. In this respect, Jimu to Keiet
functioned as a catalog for office machinery. The analysis traces a shift from early advertisements
emphasizing furniture essential to filing systems to later advertisements featuring domestic
computers produced by companies such as NEC, Fujitsu, and Toshiba. Meanwhile, advertisements
for filing systems and mechanical calculators continued to appear for nearly two decades, offering
insight into the office machinery ecosystem during this period.

The latter part of this paper focuses on IBM Japan's advertising strategies. It shows that, alongside
advertisements for well-known technologies such as punch card systems, EDPM, and the
System/360, IBM Japan also promoted products aimed at small and medium-sized enterprises,

including data center services and low-cost punch card systems.
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