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A Preliminary Study of the Historical Sociology of “Office Work” : On the Journal Jimu to
Keiei (Office Work and Management) from the Occupation Period to the End of the 1960s

Takahito NIIKURA

This study provides an overview of how the journal Jimu to Keiei, first published in 1949,
developed over two decades until the end of the 1960s. Divided into four five-year periods, this study
focuses on the changes in discourse and society, and in the machines of writing and computing.

Over 20 years since 1949, journals discussing writing, files, cards, and democratization changd to
discuss information systems and the future. Prior studies have organized the history of computing in
Japan as a technological revolution, from punch-card systems to electronic computers to networked
computing. However, through a detailed reading of this material, it becomes clear that the
standardization and systemization of documents, such as forms and cards, as well as the Japanese
writing system itself, were being discussed intensively. This constitutes a history of the

informatization infrastructure in Japan.
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