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On Being Present, Part 3: Considering Examples at Paper-Test Examinations

GOTO Masayuki

Abstract

This is the third of the intended series of social psychological study on students classroom
attendance behaviors and their motives and mind-sets behind them. In this third paper the author
introduces and closely examines some concrete examples of students’ test-taking actions and various
forms of suspected cheating behaviors in the actual examination rooms. Especially, if seen both from
test-practitioner’'s and test-takers standpoints, the classroom might be regarded as being “micro-
managed” space and time, where motives, intentions and perspectives of the both sides intersect and
are contested with each other unnoticed and latently, in order to secure the best possible desired
results for both sides, to use Chicago sociology terminology. At the end of the paper the author
introduces an example of actual paper test delivery system used by the author for about 10 years,
which can be actualized by only one examiner toward a class composed of one hundred students or
so, with minimal possible risks of many forms of cheating behaviors, under a certain controlled
condition. Some concluding remarks upon basic problems of higher education in an advanced mass

society are proposed, along with a few suggestions on future solutions of the matter.

Keywords: higher educational problems, paper test delivery system, cheating behaviors,
examination administration



