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The Study of “Huang Shigong Giving Zhang Liang a Book of Strategy;
The Three Laughing Men by Tiger Brook” by Kano Sanraku
(owned by Tokyo National Museum)

SHIMIZU Ryosuke

“Huang Shigong Giving Zhang Liang a Book of Strategy; The Three Laughing
Men by Tiger Brook” (A AER « BIZ=2XREE) by Kano Sanraku (fFEFILZE, 1559-
1635) is a pair of six-panel folding screens owned by the Tokyo National Museum. This
study reexamines the style, production period, and previous owner of this painting, and
also speculates regarding the person who commissioned it and an interpretation of the
painting, that previous research has not provided.

First, in terms of style, while the painting displays the style of Kano Sansetsu (F
911128, 1590-1651), who was Sanraku’s successor, it was found that the influence of
Sanraku’s stylistic influence is evident in various motifs. Furthermore, in terms of the
period of production, the depiction of trees in this painting is similar to Sanraku’s
paintings produced from the end of the Genna period (1615-1624) to the beginning of the
Kan’ei period (1624-1644), and compared to the Sanraku’s paintings in the style of
Sansetsu’s paintings painted in 1630, this painting still retains a strong Sanraku-style
influence. Therefore, it is inferred that this painting was painted by Sansetsu in place of
Sanraku around the end of the Genna period to the beginning of the Kan’ei period,
during a period when Sansetsu still adhered to Sanraku’s style to a certain extent.

Second, regarding the former owner of this painting, I present the Hitotsubashi
Tokugawa family’s tool management book “Odogucho” (fli& E. &), which is owned by
Tokyo National Museum, and contains an entry pertaining to this painting. The
existence of this entry proves that the Hitotsubashi Tokugawa family owned the
painting.

Third, I speculate that the client who commissioned it was a samurai family
related to the Tokugawa clan. Reasons for this include the fact that “Huang Shigong
Giving Zhang Liang a Book of Strategy” evokes the image of the founding of a dynasty
and the peaceful world, while “The Three Laughing Men by Tiger Brook” evokes the
image of the unity of the three religions (Buddhism, Confucianism, and Taoism), this
painting as a whole embodies the image of peaceful world, the fact that successive
Tokugawa shoguns held Zhang Liang, Liu Bang (1), “The Six Secret Teachings” (5
#5), and “The Three Strategies” (Zl%) in high esteem, and the fact that from the Genna
period onward, Sanraku was responsible for many paintings linked to the Tokugawa

clan.
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Finally, regarding the interpretation of the painting, I pointed out that the
composition of the paintings can be interpreted as neatly connecting the designs of both
subjects, thereby ensuring continuity between the two subjects. Moreover, the plants
depicted in the painting—pine, bamboo, plum, and peonies—highlight the virtues of the
people portrayed or evoke episodes related to them. I also cite two reasons underlying
the combination of the two subjects: Both are set on bridges, and their source stories

have been made into Noh plays.
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