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Representing Friendship Cinematic Devices:
Audiovisually Analyzing Rama and Bheem in S. S. Rajamouli’s RRR

KANEMOTO Haruka

RRR (2022), directed by S. S. Rajamouli, is an action film set in the British Raj
during the 1920s. Its central narrative is a fictional interaction between Rama and Bheem,
characters modeled after historical revolutionaries. Unlike ahistorical and religious
interpretations of the film, a film studies approach is rare. This study analyzes the visual
representation of Rama and Bheem’s human relationship. Section 1 argues that the motifs
of fire and water, or red and blue, symbolize the conflict between the two heroes. Section 2
focuses on the three emphasized hand shots. My analysis clarifies how they symbolize
Rama and Bheem’s varying relationship. Section 3 explains the combat sequence in which
Rama rides on Bheem’s shoulders as visualizing their friendship. This study concludes that
the combined effect of these cinematic devices renders RRR a This analysis introduces a

film—theoretical perspective into the discussion about RRR.
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