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The final cooperation in ikebana: Defining the flower’s life and beauty

YANAGAWA Taiki

This paper aims to make clear the meaning of the arranger’s action of pulling the
ikebana flower out of the vase in the light of Nishitani Keiji's (FiZ&V&iA) and Martin
Heidegger’s theory as well as my own practical experience.

In pulling out the flower, the arranger takes a one-way action of sawaru (to touch
it). She can save it from a decayed appearance and give it a definite and beautiful shape.
But she cannot truly define its life and beauty.

Nishitani remarks that we must stop adhering to our conception of it as our object
of manipulation. Heidegger refers to truth staying in concealment. It is revealed not by a
correspondence of our idea to the thing but by its own nature.

When the arranger takes the flower out of the vase, she defines its life. Its nature
becomes unconcealed and therefore beautiful. This is what she actually does in taking an

interactive or cooperative action of fureru (to feel it).
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