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The Statue of the Four Heavenly Kings and Demons in Jison-in Temple, Wakayama
: From the Viewpoint of Formalization and Alteration of the Daibutsuden-style
Demons

YAMADA MIKI

Jison-in Temple is located in Kutoyama-cho, Ito-gun, Wakayama Prefecture and is said to
have been founded by Kobo Daishi Kukai, a temple with a long history of Kukai and his mother.
Jison-in enshrines the seated statue of Maitreya Bosatsu (Maitreya Bodhisattva) in its
mausoleum, which is believed to have been created around the end of the 9th century. This study
examines the Four Heavenly Kings statues housed in the same mausoleum as the principal
image. It considers their place in the history of sculpture, taking the evil demons placed at the
feet of the statues as the starting point.

Considering the Jison-in Four Heavenly Kings as a single piece with the principal image
is difficult because of the contrast in size and date of production, which can be inferred from the
style of the statues; it is unclear when the statues were introduced into Jison-in and placed with
the principal image. However, it is believed that this statue was produced in the late Kamakura
period (1185-1333) as an example of the so-called “Daibutsu-den-style Shitenno” statues, modeled
after the statues of the Shitenno in the Daibutsu-den hall of Todaiji Temple during the
Kamakura Revival period. Researching this statue has clarified details such as coloring, patterns,
and details of the modeling, and we have learned that the demons at the feet of each of the four
statues are generally from the same period as the main body of the statue. It was also clarified
that the characteristic images of the Zocho-ten demon (legend: Jikoku-ten) with a snake coiled
around his arm and the Komoku-ten demon holding a stick-shaped weapon (the holes in the
former were originally made, and some of the items held by the demons may have been later
additions) were from the same period as the body.

Based on the results of the survey, this study first confirms the formative characteristics
of the Jison-in Four Heavenly Kings statues and evil demons. Next, we discuss the canonical
form of the Daibutsu-den-style image, compare it with the canonical form of the Daibutsu-den-
style Shitenno image, and specifically examine the modification of the iconography of the
Dabutsu-den-style Four Heavenly Kings image. Then, by comparing the four heavenly deities in
the Horyuji Temple with those in the Freer Gallery of Art, I clarify the similarities and
differences between these four heavenly deities and the four heavenly deities of the Jison-in Four

Heavenly Kings, which share the same iconography of demons.
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