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Study on “The Pictures of Chinese Figures and Birds and Flowers”
by Kano Takanobu (owned by Kodai-ji Temple)

SHIMIZU Ryosuke

“The Pictures of Chinese Figures and Birds and Flowers” by Kano Takanobu (1571-1618) ,
which is owned by Kodai-ji Temple, is a two single-panel screen( J£Ff: /Zabyo) of Chinese figures
with ink, colors, and gold foil on paper on one side, and an ink and gold foil of birds and flowers
on paper on the other.

The painting, which depicts two figures facing each other by the water (“Panel A“), is
generally agreed as “The Picture of Zhong Liquan ( #EEEHE ) and Lu Dongbin ( =% ).” However,
opinions are divided on the subject of the other painting (“Panel B), whether it is “The Picture of
Huang Shigong ( # £1%%) and Zhang Liang ( %2 E )” or “The Picture of Laozi (#7-) and Yinxi ( F
= ).” This study first identifies the subject of “Panel B.” Second, it considers the kind of image
that can be read from “The Pictures of Chinese Figures and Birds and Flowers.”

First, comparing “Panel B’ with examples of works depicting “The Picture of Huang
Shigong and Zhang Liang,” we find that they share the general composition. However, many
pieces of evidence contradict the subject of “Panel B” in “The Picture of Huang Shigong and
Zhang Liang.” The people in “Panel B” are dressed differently from those of Huang Shigong and
Zhang Liang. However, when comparing “Panel B” with examples of “The Picture of Laozi and
Yinxi” and portraits of Laozi, there are similarities in the composition and the appearances of the
figures, making it highly likely that the subject of “Panel B” is “The Picture of Laozi and Yinxi.”

I found that, of the four paintings depicted in “The Pictures of Chinese Figures and Birds
and Flowers,” “Panels A and B” share a common theme of “transmission,” the teachings being
passed on from a master to a disciple. In addition, I speculated that the “Bamboo and Sparrow”
and “Plum and Warbler” depicted on the backs of “Panels A and B,” respectively, together with
the pine depicted in the front, represent the “Three Friends of Winter (%% = ),” and symbolize
the virtues of Taoist immortals. Finally, I also suggested that images of Buddhist saints, were
superimposed on the immortals depicted in this work. I believe this is why this work, depicting
Taoist immortals, was used at the Buddhist temple, Kodaiji. Therefore, it was found that this
work was not a work that simply depicts Taoist immortals but one that invites diverse
interpretations from viewers, such as superimposing images of Buddhist saints on them and

depicting the pine, bamboo, and plum that emphasize the virtues of the immortals.
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