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The function of steps in organizing phrases:
A case study of Folia from the early 1700s

AKATSUKA Kentaro

When considering the relationship between music and dance steps, it is essential to
examine how both organize phrases. This study investigates the steps used at the ends of
phrases in Folia choreographies from the early 1700s. The documents analyzed are four
choreographies written in Feuillet's notation system and one fragment from Feuillet's
theoretical book, Chorégraphie. The phrase units are assumed to be 2, 4, 8, and 16
measure-long.

The one fragment and the two choreographies, 4720 and 4740 in the catalog by
Little and Marsh, showed a common tendency. These choreographies comprised basic
steps, and similar steps were used at the end of each phrase. The pas de bourée was often
used, but the ones with an embéetté on the second beat were used only in even-numbered
bars, and the ones with an embdetté on the third beat were used only in odd-numbered
bars. The coupé and tems de courante were used frequently in even-numbered measures,
and if we focus on individual movements, cases involving particularly gliding steps were
frequent at the ends of the couplets and half-couplets. Furthermore, in even-numbered
bars, a jumping step was confirmed in which the dancer landed and remained stable to
finish the phrase. Some cases deviated from the common tendency, but in these cases, the
same step was repeated twice, and this continuity ensured two-bar grouping.

On the other hand, the two technical choreographies for male soloists, 4760 and
4780 in the Little and Marsh catalog, did not necessarily share the same tendency.
However, even these choreographies generally followed the same tendency at the ends of
the couplets and half-couplets. Thus, it has become clear that steps have the function of

organizing phrases.
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