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The floor of a Japanese room is covered with beautiful thick soft mat of woven reeds. They fit very closely together,
so that you can just slip a knife-blade between them, They are changed once every year, and are kept very clean, The
Japanese never wear shoes in the house, and do not use chairs or furniture such as English people use. They sit, sleep,
eat, and sometimes even write upon the floor. So the mats must be kept very clean indeed, and Japanese children are

taught, just as soon as they can speak, never to spoil or dirty the mats.
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Now Japanese children are really very good. All travelers, who have written pleasant books about Japan, declare

that Japanese children are much more obedient than English children and much less mischievous.

M- Q1 A24018" MK U W EE< QR D@57 Lo -0 5 Mba 40149500 JIHM7 L — N T8

5+ “there are a few, a very few naughty ones.” 3% L TBEIF O Moo 550° 2RO “there are fairies who take care of
the mats. These fairies tease and frighten children who dirty or spoil the mats.” I {2 BEEES 5 07 EIsWHDAnM- A0 040 8
QORNQ A0 WRSEEE A0 Q-SSR DR 0" V7 RFEUSK OV S

“Once there was a little girl who was very pretty, but also very lazy.” V-2 5 D QUMD WO KSR S ° &
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Hundreds of little men, dressed just like Japanese warriors, but only about one inch high, were dancing all around
her pillow. They wore the same kind of dress her husband wore on holidays, — (Kamishimo, a long robe with square
shoulders), — and their hair was tied up in knots, and each wore two tiny swords. They all looked at her as they danced,
and laughed, and they all sang the same song, over and over again,—

“Chin-chin Kobakama, Yomo fuké soro, —

Oshizumare, Hime-gimi! — Ya ton ton!” —

12

Which meant: — “We are the Chin-chin Kobakama; — the hour is late; Sleep, honorable noble darling

CRERSUEOUSY Lk | Pamol” BEI<VE 0oLt BRVE IV 500807 Lyt
FOWVREWEE ST RO 2 L° WO VEKXORWIRIVE R+ UIK S 85R07 [4040-5HE" KoK
QI RER S0 URUR ] VESRIOE L SROE O L°

WRSOER” the “Hour of the Ox”; O SHAORUASQRULLINNOBRRL EDOH4 U DVEXKNWKOR L
Ea D RUSCAUR O DL HEHERK LSS 0 427 KO QKRN S WRE UREe” BUOVHOR
YELROL<LLORE K" “Chin-chin Kobakama, Yomo fuké soro-««*** ? AR S S “They looked so queer, and

danced in such a funny way, that the warrior could scarcely keep from laughing.” s\ & X223 {140 B EE e inh 4K
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DI LU e U y%$r0R" “remembering that nearly all Japanese ghosts and goblins are afraid of a sword, he drew his
blade, and rushed out of the closet, and struck at the little dancers.” T+ & EMHTERAVWRIR 202 Q4L /00 UWE 5
WO RwBm L<XUESRRN0 e’

“Immediately they all turned into-what do you think? Toothpicks!

There were no more little warriors — only a lot of old toothpicks scattered over the mats.
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“After that the little men never came back again.” ~J { — HHEAR©
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On the wooded hills behind the house Robert and I are looking for fairy-rings.
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“We do not find any fairy-rings; but we find a great many pine-cones in the high grass ......
BECEBIOROMUIR KLU i 0V oRETRLOW 55e°
WOl [Hv] B NH RS — - 2NN REQECHRIVKRULE O v 4 0 URGQIDREOPULS 0
LV obh - QEnfEWE 5307 00—~ UHER° e’
“They eat nothing but the points of needles, you know,” says Robert.
“Who?” I ask.
“Goblins,” Robert answers.
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