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WABHOVITIE A

NISHITANI Keiji’s ikebana theory: The arranger and the cut flower united into one

YANAGAWA Taiki

Nishitani Keiji (FA#3E6, 1900-1990) is a philosopher of the “Kyoto School”, whose founder
is Nishida Kitaro (P32 AL, 1870-1945). Nishitani’s essay on ikebana or flower arranging published
in 1990 (1953) has not hitherto received due attention of scholars. This paper’s purpose is to interpret his
ikebana theory in its own right and also in the light of my own practical experience.

Nishitani remarks that a flower reaches ku (Z2) or void, which is its real state of being, by being
cut from the earth. He does not distinguish it from the arranged flower. He emphasizes its prime moment.
Tkebana is, in his view, the arranger’s activity in which the cut flower seeks its own inherent beauty.

According to him, the arranger must reach the same state of being as the cut flower. They must
stop adhering to their idea of it as their object of manipulation. They must help it realize itself by pursuing
its nature.

In my own practical experience, when the arranger, for example, bends a cut flower according to
their grasp of its nature, it does not always follow their bending. They must rethink its nature and bend
another part of it.

The arranger and the cut flower can ultimately become one through such an arrangement.

Keywords: ikebana, NISHITANI Keiji ("5 4E15)
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