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A Basic Study of the Rinnojinomiya from Prince Koukei:

Changes in the Succession of Monzeki in the mid-Edo period
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This paper analyzes the characteristics of the Rinnojinomiya (chief
priest of Rinnoji temple from the Imperial family or a noble family) and
changes thereof by focusing on Imperial Prince Koukei, the sixth
Rinnojinomiya, and clarifies the importance of examining each
Rinnojinomiya generation.

The Rinnojinomiya was the Miyamonzeki (chief priest served by a
prince of the Imperial family) and was established on Mt. Nikko to wor-
ship the Tokugawa family. As the head of the religious organization in the
Edo period, Rinnojinomiya has attracted attention in previous studies as
being superior to the Kamigata Monzeki that centered around the Impe-
rial Court. However, despite the Rinnojinomiya's existence as the
Miyamonzeki for two hundred years over twelve generations, previous
studies have concentrated on the first and twelfth Rinnojinomiya, with less
attention to Imperial Prince Koukei.

However, this does not mean that Imperial Prince Koukei is lacking in

research importance. Although the relationship between the Imperial court
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and the Edo shogunate was not necessarily good at the time of establish-
ing the Rinnojinomiya, the court and the shogunate seemed to respect
each other when they elected Imperial Prince Koukei as the
Rinnojinomiya. In addition, this paper shows that Imperial Prince Koukel
was chosen as the first Rinnojinomiya from the prince’s family, not from
the emperor’s family, and that he was a desirable presence for both the
Imperial court and the Edo shogunate.

Thus, Imperial Prince Koukei as the Rinnojinomiya did not have a supe-
rior, one-sided relationship to the Kamigata Monzeki as suggested in previ-
ous studies, but rather a multifaceted relationship. Studying Rinnojinomiya
based on this multifaceted aspect of the Rinnojinomiya is now required for

future research on the Rinnojinomiya.
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