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Complementarity through “Word Play”™ The case of
St. Ignatius Church, St. Ignatius International Youth Ministry
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This paper examines how ““Word Play”™ as an interactive method cre-
ates a complementary daily life at the St. Ignatius International Youth
Ministry (SIIYM) of St. Ignatius Catholic Church, Tokyo. This “Word
Play” refers to a situation in which a word or expression is separated from
its standard usage and contextualized so as to fit the atmosphere of a
situation, or the meaning of the word or expression is further emphasized.
Through “Word Play”, I aim to present one of the techniques for living
together with various others in a better way.

In 2006, the Ministry of Internal Affairs and Communications issued the
“Plan for Promotion of Multicultural Coexistence in Local Communities,”
and local governments have been exploring approaches to promote multi-
cultural coexistence. However, the dichotomous views of “Japanese” versus
“Foreigners” and efforts biased toward Japanese language education
remain as unresolved issues. I will use the conviviality argument as an

approach to understanding a multicultural situation to overcome issues



related to multicultural coexistence. Conviviality enables dialogue by posi-
tively evaluating one’s own imperfectness and accepting the imperfectness
of others. We can build methods and a loose network for a better life
through dialogue. Therefore, this paper will examine the effectiveness of
conviviality to show how to better live with others in multicultural situa-
tions through the practice of “Word Play” at SITYM.

The episodes presented in this paper are based on records of my field-

work at SIIYM since May 2019.
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