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Possibility of the Inclusive “Joumin” Concept:

Decipher from Artistic Activities by Minorities
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This paper aims to extend the concept of “Joumin” (common people), to
include sexual/racial/ethnic minorities and other cultures in folk culture
studies. Because they are also “Joumin” who live every day through their
practices and folk, who are bearers of their unique traditions, and who
constitute an aspect of the culture in this society.

Folk culture studies have a role in deciphering the lives, thoughts and
practices as folk of the common people. From varied cultures in society
and reconstructing existing history using the life and culture of the com-
mon people. Folk, Culture and tradition in contemporary society can be
more deeply captured by regarding people considered marginalized minor-
ities of outside the dominant culture as “Joumin”. The minority’s cultures
and lives in art. Therefore, it is necessary to read, analyze and examine
vernacular knowledge and experiences from the art they produce.

To do this, queer theory is helpful. Queer theory avoids the problem of
one-sided objectification of those outside the dominant culture and provides

another perspective from marginalized communities, a perspective different



from the dominant norms.

This paper discusses the need to regard minorities outside the dominant
culture as “Joumin”, the common people, in contemporary society and to
decipher those cultures through their art, and the possibilities for develop-
ing folk culture studies and resolving their marginalization through the
introduction of queer theory, from the case studies of artistic activities by

sexual/racial/ethnic minorities.
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